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Delta Air Lines has a clear yet nuanced policy regarding flight changes, and how much it 
charges to modify a flight depends largely on the **type of ticket purchased**, the timing of 
the change, and whether there are any **fare differences** between the original and new 
flights+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Understanding Delta’s rules is crucial for travelers to 
avoid unexpected fees, maximize flexibility, and minimize financial loss when plans change+ 
1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
 
For the majority of standard fares on Delta flights, including **Main Cabin, Comfort+, First 
Class, Premium Select, and Delta One**, there is **no change fee** for altering a flight date+ 
1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) This applies to both domestic and many international flights, 
provided the change is made before the originally scheduled departure+ 1 - ( 855 ) → 
(510)→ (3558) Instead of a flat fee, passengers may only be responsible for a **fare 
difference** if the new flight is more expensive than the original ticket+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ 
(3558) Conversely, if the new flight is cheaper, Delta generally issues a **travel credit** for 
the difference, which can be applied toward future travel+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) This 
change-fee waiver applies across most fare classes on Delta, reflecting the airline’s policy to 
eliminate many traditional fees and offer greater flexibility to passengers+ 1 - ( 855 ) → 
(510)→ (3558) 
 
**Basic Economy tickets**, however, are an exception and the most restrictive fare type+ 1 - 
( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Basic Economy is Delta’s lowest-priced ticket and is designed for 
travelers willing to sacrifice flexibility for a lower cost+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) With 
these tickets, **changes are usually not permitted**, meaning passengers who wish to 
change a flight date typically need to purchase an entirely new ticket at full price+ 1 - ( 855 ) 
→ (510)→ (3558) Basic Economy tickets also generally cannot be refunded, except in rare 
cases such as airline cancellations, schedule changes, or travel waivers issued due to 
extreme weather or other emergencies+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Essentially, Basic 
Economy passengers should plan to commit to their original travel dates, as missing the 
flight or attempting to change the date without approval can result in losing the ticket’s entire 
value+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
 
Refundable tickets offer the most freedom when it comes to flight changes+ 1 - ( 855 ) → 
(510)→ (3558) Passengers with refundable fares can generally **change flight dates without 
any fees** and also have the option to receive a refund for the unused portion of their ticket if 
they decide not to travel+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) These fares provide maximum 
flexibility and are often chosen by business travelers or passengers whose plans may 
change at the last minute+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Because refundable tickets allow for 
full rebooking without penalties, they can protect travelers from the uncertainty of unforeseen 
events, though they tend to be significantly more expensive than Basic Economy or standard 
non-refundable fares+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
 



Delta may also allow flight changes **without penalties in special circumstances**, even for 
Basic Economy or non-refundable tickets+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Situations such as 
schedule changes or cancellations initiated by Delta, operational disruptions like equipment 
issues or crew delays, and travel waivers issued for severe weather, natural disasters, or 
other widespread emergencies can all trigger fee waivers+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) In 
these cases, Delta typically rebooks affected passengers on the next available flight or 
provides travel credit, often without charging a change fee+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
While these exceptions are situational and discretionary, they demonstrate Delta’s approach 
to prioritizing customer service and maintaining flexibility in cases beyond a passenger’s 
control+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
 
A key component of Delta’s change policy is the **fare difference**, which is separate from 
change fees+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Even when a ticket is eligible for fee-free 
changes, passengers may need to pay more if the replacement flight is priced higher than 
the original ticket+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Conversely, if the new flight costs less, the 
airline will generally issue a travel credit for the difference, which can be applied to future 
travel on Delta+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) It is important to note that this credit is usually 
**not refundable in cash** unless the original ticket was purchased as refundable+ 1 - ( 855 ) 
→ (510)→ (3558) This system ensures that Delta can accommodate flexible scheduling 
while maintaining fair pricing across its flights+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
 
Timing is critical when requesting a change+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) To avoid penalties, 
passengers must make changes **before the departure of the originally scheduled flight**+ 1 
- ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Missing the flight without prior notification results in a 
**no-show**, which can forfeit the value of the ticket and limit rebooking options+ 1 - ( 855 ) 
→ (510)→ (3558) A no-show designation is treated more severely than a simple fare 
difference and may impact connecting flights on the same itinerary+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ 
(3558) For multi-leg trips booked under a single reservation, missing the first flight without 
notifying Delta can lead to **cancellation of all remaining flights**, which could significantly 
increase travel costs+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Therefore, acting quickly and notifying 
Delta as soon as you know your plans will change is crucial to preserving your travel 
options+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
 
Delta provides multiple channels for requesting flight changes+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
Passengers can use the **Delta website**, **mobile app**, or contact **customer service by 
phone**+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) At the airport, Delta ticket counters and gate agents 
can assist with same-day changes and rebooking, subject to seat availability+ 1 - ( 855 ) → 
(510)→ (3558) Being proactive, checking for available flights, and understanding fare rules 
can help ensure a smooth process and prevent unnecessary fees or loss of ticket value+ 1 - 
( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
 
Travelers should also consider **travel insurance** when booking flights, particularly for 
non-refundable tickets+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Many travel insurance policies cover 
the cost of changing flights in cases of unforeseen events, such as medical emergencies, 
accidents, or delays caused by public transportation+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) Insurance 
can reimburse the cost of new tickets or provide compensation for other travel-related 
expenses, offering additional protection against financial loss+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 



For travelers with non-refundable fares or tight itineraries, travel insurance is a valuable tool 
for minimizing risk+ 1 - ( 855 ) → (510)→ (3558) 
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